Electrocardiographical findings of WBN/Kob rats.
Electrocardiographical (ECG) investigations were carried out on 4 and 12 week old WBN/Kob and Wistar male rats. In comparison with Wistar rats which showed ECG findings typical of those of normal rats, WBN/Kob rats showed significantly larger QRS complex amplitude, smaller T wave amplitude, longer QRS duration, and longer QT interval at 4 weeks of age. This tendency became clearer at 12 weeks of age. There were no changes in serum inorganic ion concentrations or cardiac histopathology suggestive of these ECG changes in WBN/Kob rats. These ECG findings in WBN/Kob rats are considered to be a hereditary characteristic of the strain.